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CRLA provides a wide array of legal services that directly
touch thousands of low-income Californians and indirectly
impact the lives of many more community members.
Through improvements in workplace protections, reductions in public benefit denials,
enhanced county planning for affordable housing, and decreased exposure to harmful
pesticides, CRLA is changing the social landscape and bringing dignity to the struggles of
low-income people.
Every year our team of lawyers, community workers and support staff reach 39,000
individuals. That reach is multiplied by the number of households and communities
connected to those individuals.
I In the San Joaquin Valley alone CRLA impacted 13,287 people beyond the

4,080 clients we served directly.
I On the Central Coast we reached 8,353 community members beyond our

individual clients in that region.
An investment in justice for one person brings greater returns in the form of more equitable
communities and healthier families for all.

Visit www.crla.org to make a donation online.
2008 impact at a glance
Civil Rights
Language access, working toward equal governmental services in unincorporated
areas, challenging discrimination towards minority populations, improving
protections for lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender populations.

399 New Cases

CRLA PRIORITY AREAS

Education
Securing students’ rights; special education placement problems; suspensions
and expulsions, guaranteeing access to a free and appropriate public education,
monitoring migrant education programs.

150 New Cases

Health and Human Well-Being
Public benefits, sexual assault and intimate partner violence, health coverage,
Disability and SSI coverage, water access and affordability, pesticide poisoning.

2,947 New Cases

Housing
Enforce federal and state fair housing laws, monitor low-income community
redevelopment, code enforcement, tenant evictions, foreclosure counseling,
homeownership, predatory lending and insurance.

5,484 New Cases

Labor
Collect unpaid wages, enforce minimum wage and overtime laws, uphold
workplace health and safety protections, enforce workers’ rights to rest and meal
periods, collect unemployment insurance benefits, fight sexual harassment and
sex discrimination in the workplace.

1,704 New Cases

Cover photo by David Bacon.
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Interview

with CRLA’s José Padilla
and Adrian Andrade
Q: Thinking back over the past year, what case best
illustrates how CRLA works to defend disadvantaged
individuals and create systemic change?
JOSÉ: Two cases come to mind. In the first, one of our
young attorneys successfully argued a labor rights case
for a dairy worker in front of the California Supreme
Court—quite an achievement!1 The judgment will
prompt employers across California to make more of an
effort to comply with labor laws. In the second case, the
judge’s decision prevented thousands of farm workers
and their families who are living in poverty in Duroville
[a mobile home park] from becoming homeless.
ADRIAN: I’m reminded of a story about advocacy from
our longtime mentor Ralph Abascal. You can stand
alongside a river, pulling people out one by one, or
you can walk upriver and do something to keep people
from being pushed in. In each of these cases, CRLA has
done both. The dairy industry is under better control
because of CRLA’s work. Plus, the Duroville housing
victory is already having a profound impact because
of the publicity it received.

Q: During this recession, how do you remain
responsive to the tremendous need for legal aid
in the state’s most disadvantaged communities?
JOSÉ: CRLA is one of a very few institutions in rural
areas, that marginalized communities can depend on
for help to access their rights and social services. First
we strive to meet the dire needs of those just trying to
survive. Right now, jobs are precious2 and protecting
labor rights is critical. But education, health and family
well-being, and housing are also priorities. You can
look at it as a holistic approach to legal aid.
1 Arias vs. Superior Court of California (Angelo Dairy), S155965,
a suit claiming that Arias and other dairy workers had not been
compensated for overtime and had not received breaks was described
in CRLA’s 2007 annual report. The ruling, handed down in June
2009, gives employees the right, under the Private Attorneys General
Act of 2004 (PAGA), to pursue penalties for violations of any labor
code provision without having to go through an extensive class action
certification process.
2 Although the state’s unemployment rate is 11.2%, rural rates run
much higher, ranging from 16.3% in Stanislaus County to 26.8% in
the Imperial Valley.
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ADRIAN: CRLA is structured with committees across all
priority areas. We exchange information and make sure
we’re filing the right litigation that connects to statewide
issues on education, housing, and labor. Coming back
to the Duroville case, “Duro” means “hard” in Spanish.
How appropriate that CRLA takes on the really hard
cases, the ones that others won’t touch, cases where
we’re fighting for our clients’ very existence—and we
win, creating tremendous political and social gains.
JOSÉ: People risk being branded “troublemakers”
when they stand up for their rights, so we take this
responsibility very seriously. That’s one reason why
making a broad impact is critical—many workers will
never walk into our office because they fear retaliation.

Q: What groundbreaking work do you see for
CRLA in the future?
ADRIAN: We’d like to see the entire agriculture sector
paying living wages and improving production methods
so that workers don’t have to do as much stoop labor.
I have 40-year-olds coming into my law office, looking
like they’re 70 because of the backbreaking field work.
JOSÉ: It’s one thing for us to be visionary, but we need
to stay rooted in the possible. Our Community Equity
Initiative is going to transform how basic services
(housing, clean drinking water, sewer, roads) are
provided throughout the Central Valley in over 250
unincorporated communities where nearly half a million
people live. We will continue this kind of work in the
future. But future work cannot be achieved by lone
rangers. We need partners along the way for financial
support, event sponsorship, and co-counsel. Being a
consistent partner is key. We can’t depend on steady
government support from year to year; our donors need
to take up the banner of justice alongside us. Smaller
amounts spread over months or years rather than single
one-time contributions, will sustain us through times
of economic difficulties, and take social justice to even
greater heights during times of economic prosperity.

Q: Three words to describe CRLA’s staff?
JOSÉ: Passionate, fearless, warriors
ADRIAN: Dedicated, selfless, caring
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Fragile Lives
Health & Well-Being

Tarnished Golden Years

“It was the most difficult
elder abuse interview I’ve
ever done,” recalls Gloria
Tobias, CRLA’s legal
secretary for the Senior
Project in the Modesto
office, funded in part
through the Area Agency
on Aging. “Sitting over
her bed in the hospital,
trying to understand how
a son or anyone could
physically attack a fragile
senior. Hearing the details
CRLA Modesto Staff. Back Row: Gloria Tobias and
of what started the whole Katie Hogan, Front: Richard Cardozo
day of turmoil, and look“My parents are in their 80s,” says
ing at the photos of blood running
Linda Mills (pseudonym). “They’re
from the kitchen to the bathroom.
good people. All they want to do is
Seeing her so broken with tears
help, but they went into bankruptcy
running down her face, and watcheight years ago when my greating her come to grips with the fact
granddaughter, Cynthia, started
that her son would be put in jail
stealing money from them. So they
because of this.
sent her to Oklahoma to live with
“When I first started working for
other relatives. When my parents visCRLA, I knew I was needed here,
ited her there, she stole information
and that this is where I wanted to
from my Mom’s purse, and started
be“, says Gloria. I realized that our
racking up bills and buying cars.”
senior client’s were looking to me
Cynthia’s spending put Linda’s parto be their voice. During a client’s
ents over $100,000 in debt. When
interview I am able to gather the
a notice from Ford Motor Credit
necessary information to prepare
showed up at her parents’ house in
a restraining order and address
January, it was the first inkling that
any additional needs. If they live
Cynthia had been stealing again,
in Stanislaus County, I am here to
and more notices from other lenders
stand strong for them and to be
keep showing up.
their voice”.
“She would call and ask them to sign
Of the 1,300 cases opened in CRLA’s
for things or ask them for money,”
Modesto office last year, nearly 500
says Linda, whose parents suffer
came through Adult Protective Serfrom dementia and Alzheimer’s.
vices and the Area Agency on Aging.
“They would agree to do whatever
But not all of them were for physishe wanted. It was a relief when
cal abuse. Family members, friends,
CRLA got a five-year restraining
and others also prey on seniors
order against her. And it was tough
financially. And it’s often difficult to
to do since she was in another state.
get seniors to press charges against
CRLA has been a godsend.”
family members for these types of
“We’re seeing more and more
transgressions. They want to believe
elder financial abuse cases,” says
that their child, grandchild, or even
Katie Hogan, Directing Attorney
great-grandchild will change.

at CRLA’s Modesto office. “It’s
really alarming. There’s such a
need in this community for this
type of work. Because we have
so many cases, it would be easy
for seniors to get lost in the
shuffle if we didn’t have staff
dedicated exclusively to them.”
“Elders will sign over their
homes to their kids,” adds
Rick Cardozo, CRLA’s attorney dedicated to the Senior
Law Project. “Then their kids
take out loans on the house,
they go into default, and then
the elders’ house goes into
foreclosure. I’ve got another case
where the son was threatening
to evict his mother after she gave
him the house under the condition she could live there the rest
of her life. He moved his kids into
her house and they pushed her out
into the unheated garage. They’ve
emotionally abused her, telling her
they’d kick her out if she didn’t
keep quiet. So we got a judgment
against them, got the place back in
her name, and were able to obtain
a temporary restraining order with
immediate move-out orders against
the son, his girlfriend and his
daughter. It went to hearing and
she now has a permanent restraining order in effect for 3 yrs. She is
currently living in her own home
with the luxury of peace and quite
that she greatly deserves.”
“Legal aid services are a high priority for seniors in this county,” adds
Rick. “If CRLA wasn’t here to help
them, no attorney in town would
be taking these cases. Most of these
elders are living on social security
or a small pension.”
“CRLA is so busy, I don’t know
how in the world they know which
end is up,” says Linda. “Sometimes
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Rick will call me at six or seven
o’clock at night, and he hasn’t left
the office yet. And there are times
when Gloria is so busy that she will
call me at night to tell me she hasn’t
been able to get to something, but
she’ll do it and call me the next day.
They don’t ignore you. You’re not
just a number, unlike the way every-

for two out of four weeks. And if
we find them resources to fill their
pantry, then their abusers eat them
out of house and home again.
“Seniors are so vulnerable,” adds
Gloria. “I’m often the only one
who’s listened to them. Sometimes
they just need to feel heard, but
often they need so much more.

Legal aid services are a high priority for
seniors...If CRLA wasn’t here to help them, no attorney
in town would be taking these cases.

Unlike Linda’s parents, many of the
seniors who come to the Modesto
office often have few relatives on
whom they can depend, leaving
them at the mercy of the relatives
or acquaintances who are often
their abusers.

they say, ‘if I say anything, they’ll
kill me.’ I had one senior tell me
‘he walked into my room and put a
pillow over my face and I couldn’t
breathe.’ It’s that kind of intimidation. If you don’t give me your
money, your signature, your house,
I’ll kill you. So they lock themselves
in their rooms, eat their meals there,
and urinate in jars.

“It breaks my heart,” says Gloria.
“They’re more afraid of being alone
than of living with their abuser, but
it’s another kind of fear, too, when

“Most of the seniors I see have
about $175 to spend on food each
month. They come in and tell me
that they eat nothing but popcorn

one else treats you. They’ve never
made me feel like they don’t have
time for me—not once. ”

There is such relief in their eyes,
knowing that someone is going
to stand up for them, to speak on
their behalf.”
And as the baby boom generation
reaches retirement age, the need will
only increase.
“I’m 60 years old,” says Linda.
“If, God forbid, I should ever need
CRLA’s help, I hope they’re still
here and available. I don’t know
what I or my parents would do
without them.” I
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The Heart of Advocacy
Labor

Community Workers at CRLA

CRLA fights many battles for the working poor and disenfranchised in
the legal arena. But the “heart” of CRLA’s advocacy beats within its
community workers who feel the pulse of the communities they serve
through involvement, education, and outreach. Here are two of their
stories—one a lifetime advocate, the other just beginning her journey.
“Yes, I get tired,” says Mary Solorio Jacka, a community worker for
CRLA since 1985. “But what gives
me the boost is seeing injustice.
I can’t sleep right if I’m not doing
something against that. If it’s my
last breath, I’m going to use it to
fight injustice.”
A recent case in point: a group of
families originally from the same
community in Mexico were left
homeless in Buellton (Santa Barbara County), because the town
wanted to remake its image to
become more like Solvang1 and
attract tourists.
“They didn’t want ‘those people’
to be seen, so they tore down their
homes. These families—the working poor, the maids, cooks, land1 Solvang is a community built to resemble
a Dutch village.

scapers, who lived in an old motel at
the entrance to town—were forced to
break up their close-knit community
and move 20 to 30 miles away to
Lompoc or Santa Maria. The families
were afraid of going against Buellton,
the town that they’d felt a part of for
years. They blamed themselves for the
rejection, for the city
not wanting them.”
So it was bittersweet when Mary
handed them the checks for resettlement. “All those evenings of interviews, the hard work, it was all worth
it—just like giving birth. When it’s
over, you can’t remember the hard
work—and pain—it took to produce
this beautiful thing.”
Mary’s journey began in the Santa
Maria Valley in a small farming
community called Guadalupe where
she lived with her parents, immigrant
farm workers toiling in the fields
and orchards.
“Living conditions were so hard for
us,” says Mary. “My
father was an irrigator,
working for peanuts
anywhere from 12 to
Taft, California
farmworker family

15 hour a day, sometimes working
in the middle of the night to move
pipes by himself. Sometimes he
recruited me and my brothers and
sisters to help him.”
It wasn’t until Mary was grown
that she “began looking at the
politics of things,” first in Alaska
where she had lived with her
firefighter husband and then back
in California. She was a fixture at
her children’s school, where she
became a migrant ed/bilingual
teacher’s aide. Still wanting to
do more, she began volunteering
as a community organizer.
Her advocacy ran the gamut from
developing a park next to the
school so they could have an
afterschool program to founding
the Interfaith Community
Organizing Project, a coalition
of churches to advocate for farmworkers and livable, affordable
housing for families in the area.
“That’s when I first heard of
CRLA,” says Mary. “They came
to our meetings and helped us
understand how to go about the
process of getting better housing.”
Mary started working with People’s Self-Help Housing and eventually became a board member.
“I remember kids throwing rotten
eggs at our house because I was
a low-income housing advocate.
There were a lot of NIMBYs
(not in my back yard) who were
telling their kids we were going
to build a labor camp. And they’d
ask how I could be advocating for
“those people.”
“By the time we got the land
[seven years later], I was working
for CRLA and finally doing what
I love to do. I go to city council
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A New Journey Begins
“My parents left everything they knew in Mexico, and my mother
left my grandmother who was blind to bring us to this country so
we could go to school and get an education,” says Alma Alvarez, a
community worker with CRLA for nearly two years. “I don’t want
their sacrifices to be in vain.”
Mary Jacka (right) working with intern Roseanne Lazer

meetings now, and the mayor says ‘we’ve built more
affordable housing than anyone else in the county,’ and
I say ‘it’s not enough. It’s not sufficient for the need.’”
For years, Mary has seen families tossed out on the
street when towns wield the wrecking ball of code
violations against negligent landlords. It is the working
poor who end up on the street.
“I could give you so many examples,” says Mary.
“Mayors and city council members just don’t seem
to learn. Families leave their homes in the morning to
go to work and find their doors red-tagged (declared
uninhabitable and illegal to enter) when they return.
The sheriff lets them grab a few possessions, and then
they find places that are just as bad or worse, sometimes
doubling or tripling up with other families or moving
miles away.”
“Just recently, a man came to my office in tears, saying
he’d been sitting up all night against the wall, holding
on to his two kids so that they wouldn’t wander off
and touch the electrical wiring in the place that their
former landlord had found for them, saying it was an
acceptable alternative.”

When Alma graduated from Fresno State in 2007, she intended to
pursue a law degree but wanted to know more about the role that
lawyers play. So she began working for CRLA as an intern.
“I fell in love with the work. It touches me so much on a personal
level, it is so satisfying. We go out to the fields, check for violations,
and get immediate results. I’ll talk to an employer, and within
an hour toilets are cleaned or in place, water available, or shade
put up. We’re really focusing on heat stress. We’ve got new CAL
OSHA guidelines, and we’re letting employers know what’s considered shade, where it needs to be, and when you’ve got to have
it out. Last year, there was a very high profile case where a young
pregnant woman died, but there were many others who died that
season due to heat stress.
“Recently, I went back to my old high school in in Orange Cove1 and
spoke to kids about CRLA. Many people think Orange Cove is gang
and drug-ridden. You get stereotyped and believe that you’re not
going to amount to anything, and that no one cares about you. So
I told them ‘I came from this town. I went to these schools and
then I went to college. And now I’m working at this incredible
organization.’ It got their minds working, and they started asking
me questions. I told them, ‘Just because you’re from Orange Cove
doesn’t mean you won’t amount to anything. You can stay here
and make a difference, and help the people you know.’”

The affect on people’s lives is profound. They can’t
get to their jobs. Their kids are uprooted from schools.
The support they’ve built in their communities is
destroyed. And there are countless places across
California where this is happening.
“It is so hard for these families to come to CRLA and
ask for help. They say ‘I’m so sorry to bother you,’ and
then they tell their story. And I find out that they have
medical problems that got them into the situation.
I find out that they lost their job and haven’t filed for
unemployment because they didn’t know they could
do that. I’m just thankful that I have all this knowledge to share with people and help them.”
“Sure I’ll retire some day, but you can’t do that
365 days a year. I’ll always be working to help
people. You’ve got to have hope. If you don’t try,
nothing will ever change.” I

Alma Alvarez (right) passing out AWHP heat stress and safety brochures
1 Orange Cove is a small town near Fresno. Half of the residents under the
age of 20 live below the federal poverty level.
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Rebuilding the Path
Education

Towards Student Success

“I have a good son, my only son”
says Alina (pseudonym). “He was in
my womb for nine months. I would
do anything, even the impossible, to
keep him in the Santa Rosa School
District, because I want him to have
a good education.”
Alina speaks for many Latino
parents in Santa Rosa who feel their
children have been unfairly labeled
by school district employees as gang
affiliated. Children as young as
sixth grade, who are not in gangs,
have been identified as gang members, all because they’ve violated
unwritten, irregular, and arbitrarily
enforced school policies on “gangrelated activity.” And it’s difficult to
know what to do if no one tells you
what the rules are—especially if the
“rules” vary within the district and
among staff members.
So with the voices of the community behind their efforts, CRLA and
the Youth Law Project (YLP) used
public records requests to obtain students’ redacted school district files.
They found that notices of concern
(NOCs) for gang activity were being
placed in students’ files for things as
small as wearing a blue hair ribbon,
bringing an “inappropriate” music
CD to school, coming to school with
a cell phone, or expressing themselves through art or poetry that had
any type of gang connotations. And
although parents and students were
supposed to sign the NOCs to show

always worn a rosary, but here they
say it’s gang-related. They are being
suspended for every little thing.”

they’d received the document, a host
were not signed by either students or
parents. In some instances, students
had been threatened with suspension
or expulsion if they and their parents
refused to sign. Tellingly, all but one
of the NOCs produced appeared to
be directed at Latino students.
“Whether it was intentional or not,
these notices are targeting Latino
youth,” say Dylan Saake, Staff Attorney in CRLA’s Santa Rosa office.
“It’s also a problem when certain
cultural aspects are being targeted.”
“I’m Latina and a Catholic,” says
Alina. “Kids here are being suspended for wearing rosaries. I’ve

In some cases, the NOCs were
shared with police, violating students’ right to privacy. CRLA and
YLP were quick to note this in a
crisp letter to the Santa Rosa School
District, where they also pointed
out that the district’s policies were
subjective and arbitrary, and discriminated against Latino kids. CRLA
cited numerous court cases to illustrate how the policies were “fatally
vague” and violated students’ First
Amendment rights. The letter went
on to state that the district’s practice of using NOCs for gang-related
activity “stigmatizes and punishes
students who have not committed
any crime or violated any provision
of the Education Code.”
“It’s a broad problem throughout the state,” says Cynthia Rice,
Director of Litigation, Advocacy,
and Training for CRLA. “Whether
it’s an issue of NOCs that track
through their discipline process or a
kind of school ethic to suspend and
expel as opposed to using alternative approaches to discipline, it’s
having a disparate impact on kids
of color, Latino kids, and limited
English proficiency kids. Their
problems are all being addressed by
taking them out of school on a daily
or extended basis. And that means
that their likelihood of graduating
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Civil Rights

and certainly of getting a college
education plummets dramatically.”
In 2005, the UCLA Civil Rights
Project issued a report stating that
graduation rates for minorities
are at “crisis level proportions,”
with anywhere from 48 to 65
percent graduating, depending on
the school district. Many drop out
between their freshman and sophomore years, leaving them with skills
suited for only the “most menial
jobs.” And of those Black and
Latino youth who do complete high
school (using Los Angeles district
as an example), only 20 percent
meet the curriculum requirements
to qualify for admission to the UC
system. Drop-outs from California
public schools from the 2002-03
school year alone will cost the state
at least $14 billion in lost wages.
“Nothing can get a community
involved the way education can,”
says Dylan. “They’re coming to us,
saying ‘this is a problem, we want
to keep our kids in school.’ But
the district is forcing kids out by
telling them they’re gang members.
If they don’t feel welcome at school,
they stop going. It’s a self-fulfilling
prophecy. These are our clients’ kids.
They’ll be our clients in the future
if things don’t change.”
Much to Alina’s relief, CRLA’s argument to the school board prevailed,
and her son is back in school. Plus,
he has developed a good relation-

ship with the principal who now
spends more time in the school yard
talking to students and getting to
know them better.
CRLA’s letter to the Santa Rosa
School District also put the wheel
of systemic change in motion. The
district stopped using NOCs for
gang affiliation, and they’re planning
to use a different type of form for
all student conduct issues once new
school safety policies are developed.
CRLA is monitoring the changes
and has asked the school district to
remove all of the old NOCs in students’ files that refer to gang activity.
“But we can’t do this without the
community,” Cynthia is quick to
say. “We can’t just tell a district
that their suspension and expulsion
numbers are out of whack. Fix it.
You have to provide options to the
district that have the support of the
community and create real alternatives for schools, students and parents. Part of our goal is to identify
and support non-profit groups, like
Xinachtli as part of the whole solution to the problem.”
With the help of CRLA, communities, and school districts across
California, thousands of sons and
daughters will have an equal opportunity to stay in school, achieve
their academic goals, and lead successful lives. The alternative—to be
left behind forever—is not a viable
option. I

Ending the School to
Prison Pipeline
CRLA has launched a comprehensive
initiative to address educational disparities
in California. A disproportionate number
of Latinos and limited English speaking
children are not succeeding in California
schools. Studies have demonstrated a positive correlation between failure in school
and a higher chance of ending up in the
criminal justice system, a trend called the
“school to prison pipeline.” CRLA is committed to addressing these disparities which
result, not only in an increased chance
of incarceration, but limit the work and

Santa Rosa Staff. L to R: Lorenzo Oropeza,
Dylan Saake, Robert Lotero, Dulce Leal,
Alfredo Sanchez, and Jeff Hoffman

life opportunities for these children. These
efforts challenge inequitable practices
related to school discipline, school assignment and course availability to ensure that
all children have equal access to a meaningful education and a full range of choices available to them after they graduate.
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Truth in Lending
Housing

Going Up Against Housing Predators

“I lost my life savings,”
Victor Tinoco says through
an interpreter. “I took out all
of the money for a down payment. I thought banks were
honor bound to do the right
thing,” he adds, in disbelief,
“I thought they had to follow
the law.”

referred to a mortgage
broker who offered to
refinance his loan, but
instead of a fixed rate that
he was seeking, he was
given another variable
rate loan. So he wasn’t
taken advantage of once,
but twice.

Victor’s odyssey began when
he bought a home in 2005,
Sarah Martinez with CRLA client Victor Tinoco
an effort he now knows was
fraught with miscommunicaVictor lost years of savings,
tion and potential fraud when
$68,000, plus the payments he’s
he unknowingly ended up in the
made over the years, money that
coliseum of predatory lending.
he may never see again. Initially,
Victor tried his best when he bought he thought the monthly payment
was affordable because he’d made
his home, he asked responsible
such a substantial down payment.
questions and reached out for the
Instead, he had a variable rate
best possible information available.
loan with an enormous balloon
He thought he knew what he was
payment at the end.
doing and what he was signing.
However, Victor was dealing with
In no time, Victor was in over his
sophisticated, industry insiders,
head. His mortgage payment rose
who are educated and experienced
each month until it was more than
in the system, and know how
his income. So he asked people
to make a profit at the expense
to move in with him or lend him
of others.
money to help him make payments.
But you can take in only so many
renters and ask for only so much
help from your family.
Ultimately, he tried to refinance
and get a new loan with a
fixed rate. He was

When Victor came to
CRLA, Sarah Martinez,
a staff attorney at
CRLA’s Salinas office, was
eager to take up his torch. Her jaw
dropped as the details came to light.
“This is the first time I’ve ever seen
anything so egregious,” Sarah says.
“Victor was severely taken advantage of. He didn’t understand his
rights. He didn’t understand that
he wouldn’t be able to keep up
with payments, and ultimately lose
his house and life savings.
“Ideally we would like to recover
his savings,” Sarah adds. “Maeve
Elise Brown (Executive Director,
Housing and Equal Rights Advocate) is our expert co-counsel in
this matter, and will help Victor to
recoup all of the costs associated
with buying this house.”
“What we’re seeing across the
state and nation is shocking,” says
Ilene Jacobs, Director of Litigation
Advocacy and Training for CRLA.
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“Conditions are exacerbated by
the economy and national foreclosure crisis. After years of a housing
boom that sent the market into the
stratosphere, we now have people
living in houses they could never
afford in the first place because
lenders took advantage of them.

“So many of these people have been
victimized by unscrupulous brokers
and lenders with nothing in mind
except their own fees and commissions and profits. Ilene continued,
“They make deals knowing that
the person is going to fail and lose
everything. They didn’t care who
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around—money and faith. I owe.
I owe so much money.”
“But I’m very happy with the help
I’ve received from CRLA. I understand a lot more because they take
their time and don’t go through
everything fast. They hold off and
explain what is going on–using a

But I’m very happy with the help I’ve
received from CRLA…I wouldn’t have been able to
do it without them. I have a chance now.
In Victor’s case, it appears that both
lenders structured the loans in a
way to avoid some disclosure requirements and inflated his monthly
income to make him qualify for the
loans—loans he could not afford.
Each loan was split in two, so that
one would look like a mortgage and
the other would look like a line of
credit, making the loan principal
appear substantially smaller.
“The first loan set him up to lose
his home,” says Sarah. “When he
went to refinance, it was the same
thing. No one suggested that he sell
his home to stanch the flow, to get
some of his money back. Instead,
they extended this refinanced loan
to him pretty much under the same
circumstances where his monthly
payments would climb with a large
balloon payment at the loan’s end.
So they were bleeding him of everything he had.”

they took advantage of.” CRLA
has worked with many victims
who have physical or emotional
disabilities, or monolingual
Spanish speakers, or seniors with
diminishing abilities, and others
are people with little education.
Those that victimized Victor didn’t
care that he is deaf, doesn’t understand English, and only form of
communication is sign language.
They only cared about money.
“It was overwhelming to me, so
much information…But I’m not
giving up. Some people might just
give up and walk away, and say
‘Well, I’m going to lose my money,
give up the house. I’m not going to
do that.”
“I have lost my faith (in the
financial system),” Victor
signs “I’ve lost all the way

skilled translator and interpreter.
They go to meetings with me and
help me with paperwork. I wouldn’t
have been able to do it without
them. I have a chance now.”
Victor pauses for a moment, thinking about his situation, his hands no
longer signing, then he continues.
“I hope to get the money back that
I invested. I’m not worried about
the house. Going through all this
effort and paperwork—I just want
my money back. That’s all—that’s
all I want, to be made whole again.”
Victor’s case is still in litigation. I
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Victory for Thousands
Housing

Duroville

“To understand Duroville,
you have to know its history,” says Arturo Rodriguez, Directing Attorney in
CRLA’s Coachella office.

“The judge asked me
questions, and I answered
him from my heart,” says
Merejildo. “I spoke up for
the good of my community.
You have to have faith and
the hope that tomorrow
things will be different.”

Ten years ago, Riverside County started code
enforcement proceedings
against landowners who
Juxtapose the dignity of
operated over 400 unperMerejildo’s voice against
Duros Mobile Home Park Residents, L to R: Vicente Zacarias,
mitted parks in the valthat of Harvey Duro who
Antonio Ronaldo, Leonardo Jimenéz Estevan, Merejildo Ortiz
ley. Some owners did the
just wanted to “throw in
right thing, putting in sewage and
the towel,” and the BIA attorneys
additions, propane tanks inside
electrical to code, but most did not. homes, exposed and inadequate
who expressed more concern over
Many shut down their dilapidated
the stewardship of tribal land than
wiring, and packs of wild dogs
parks rather than fix the problems. roaming the grounds were the norm. with the dislocation of thousands
Those who were evicted often end- But the residents never complained.
of residents. The judge stated that
ed up in Duroville, a 40-acre site
the BIA’s proposal would create a
They just wanted to be left alone to
on tribal land also with no code
“major humanitarian crisis” and
work, be with their community, and
enforcement. And over the years,
“one of the largest forced migrabuild a better life for their children.
Duroville grew to include used car
tions in the history of this State.”1
“I see my uncles and cousins in every
lots, a welding shop, a clothing
As a result of the decision, Duroville
street I cross in Duroville,” says
store, a couple of restaurants, a
will be under court receivership and
Merejildo Ortiz Pasqual, the elected
general store, and a communitymanagement for two years. During
president of the Duroville commubuilt church. The landowner,
that time, all parties involved are
nity council, and a member of the
Harvey Duro, and his two partners
Purepecha, an indigenous group from required to work together to secure
were making nearly $30,000 a
safe and affordable housing for
Michoacán, Mexico. “I have about
month from rent and putting little
residents, whether it’s in Duroville
130 family members who live here.”
into upkeep or improvements; with
or elsewhere in Riverside County.
Duroville came onto the BIA’s radar
the exception of a lawsuit in 2003
that, among other things, required in 2007, and they were determined to Merejildo, with the wisdom of an
elder, says ““I have reached many
close it down. CRLA and co-counsel
Duro to get a lease for Duroville
of my goals, and I’ve shown my
stepped in late 2007 to represent
or shutter the park, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) mostly ignored residents’ interests. After a year and
a half, CRLA and Duroville residents 1 Please see the back cover for a lengthier
the site’s shanty-town existence.
excerpt from the judge’s decision.
finally had their day in court. MereOpen sewage ponds, broken sewage
jildo served as a witness.
pipes, 50-year-old patched-up
trailers with home-made wooden
Bishop Gerald Barnes attends
a special Easter Mass with the
residents of Duroville
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Civil Rights

children and my community that things
can happen and that you can do them,
they can be successful. I dream for them
to be somebody in this nation.”

Housing: the Foundation for Life
“There are people in California, all of
them well below the poverty line, who
are living in third world conditions,”
says Ilene Jacobs, Director of Litigation Advocacy and Training at CRLA,
“They’re right here in California, and
they’re our neighbors, and no one is
paying attention.”
These individuals and families who are
often the most motivated to succeed, to
provide better lives for their children,
are left homeless. Migrant workers,
service workers, day laborers, and all
those earning poverty-level wages and
working 12 to 15 hour days, often have
no choice while pursuing their dreams.
“Decent, affordable housing is fundamental to our clients’ well-being,” says
Ilene. “Without this critical element, their
lives, their communities that support
them, disintegrate. And the situation is
getting worse, the housing boom made
affordable housing even less accessible,
and now we have a foreclosure crisis.
Some of CRLA’s most vulnerable clients,
those with physical or emotional disabilities, families living in poverty, and
those who speak limited or no English
are also most likely to be ignored by
municipalities and taken advantage of
by unscrupulous landlords, real estate
brokers, and lenders. I

The Voice of Reason, an interview
Who: Arturo Rodriguez, Directing Attorney for CRLA’s Coachella Office and
Chandra Gehri Spencer, Attorney-at-Law, served as
co-counsel.
What: “Until and unless alternative housing is available—alternative housing that is safe, healthy, affordable, and truly available to the residents—
this Court will not close Duroville.” – Honorable Stephen G. Larson, U.S.
District Judge (USA vs. Harvey Duro and Desert Mobile Home Park)
When: CRLA became involved in December 2007. Ruling handed down on
April 30, 2009.
What were the keys to their success?
m

W
 e were the voices of reason in a court of equity. We pulled out
the maxims and principles of equity and showed that the government was violating nearly every one. We asked for a reasonable
result, and we got it.

m

W
 e were not entrenched in our perspective. We took the information being presented by the government and adjusted our strategy.
Instead of focusing solely on the human hardship, we were able to
show just how unreasonable the government was being.

m

W
 e listened to the signals the Judge gave us—what he was looking
for, and we had insight into his mindset from his ruling on the
government’s motion for summary adjudication.

m

W
 e gutted their “expert” testimony. We knew who their expert
witnesses were, and we held their feet to the fire.

m

W
 e didn’t forget about the people. It’s very easy to get lost in the
issues, and sometimes judges force you to do that, but we didn’t
forget we were representing good people trying to survive.

It was a team effort, each of us bringing in separate skills to produce a
great product. I feel like the Coachella office is an extension of me,
we worked so closely.
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Giving and Giving Back
A Donor Story

at it, but it damaged me to see the
ethnic profile that was before me
every day in criminal court.”

“No one would have thought that a
widow, an immigrant from Nicaragua with no English and a 6th grade
education, could raise a little girl
who would end up going to Boalt
Hall at UC Berkeley,” says Angelina
Valle, a private attorney and longtime CRLA supporter. “I went to
law school with Jose Padilla and his
wife Deborah Escobedo.
“My father was an agricultural
worker who died in Nicaragua
when I was four, and two years
later my mother sent my brother
and me to live with aunts in San
Francisco. My mother didn’t join us
until a year and a half later. And as
a single parent, she wouldn’t have
made it without others’ support, so
the saying ‘what goes around comes
around’ was inbred in my childhood. I’m also proud to say that I
benefited from a minority program
at UC Berkeley that, sadly, no
longer exists. Plus, I was a CLEO1
Fellow. So I had help.”
No stranger to challenge and hard
work, Angelina was married and
had a young daughter while getting
a JD and a Masters in Clinical Social
Work, graduating from the four-year
program at UC Berkeley in 1978.
But she didn’t pursue a career in
law until after she’d been a clinical
1 CLEO – Council on Legal Education
Opportunity

So she switched course to focus
on disability and workers
compensation.

Long-term CRLA supporter Angelina Valle

social worker on a psychiatric ward
for a year and in outpatient mental
health for four years at East Valley
Mental Health Center in Santa Clara
County. When she turned to the
law in 1983, Angelina could not
find a firm that could use all of her
skills, so she’s been self-employed
ever since.
“In my first 5 years of practice, I did
family law, adoption, and criminal
cases, but I disliked criminal court,”
says Angelina sadly. “It was very
upsetting to see that most inmates
were energetic young men tied up in
shackles. It was very alarming and
a wake-up call to me. I was good

“I get to use my entire backgroundbilingual and social work skills,
and the law to help the disabled.
I have an office in Salinas and was
fortunate to receive referrals and a
lot of support from CRLA, both in
Gilroy and Salinas. About 80 to 90
percent of my farmworker clients
have injuries from doing field work,
harvesting our food. But they also
have other illnesses related to stresscardiovascular illness, diabetes, as
well as psychiatric illness which is
usually secondary to their physical
impairment.
“I am very honored to be in
partnership with CRLA, representing the disabled. I remember how
Jose always knew he was going
to work for CRLA. He was going
to be there a few years, but it has
truly become his life’s work. All
of CRLA’s staff are so dedicated.
Their commitment is moving. It’s
not just a job for them, it’s their
calling. I always know that if I
refer people to CRLA, they will be
in good hands.

CRLA Annual Report 2008

“I feel I’ve been given a lot, and I
identify with the clients that CRLA
and I represent. They are hardworking, the hardest working, and I feel
that work ethic. Knowing who they
serve, that’s why I put CRLA high
on my donation priority list.”
But Angelina has given to CRLA
in other ways. She’s donated her
time to present workshops on social

stable life for people whose lives are
anything but that.
“I get so excited about spreading
the word, giving people more access
to justice, access to their benefits,
their legal rights under federal
regulations. They shouldn’t feel
like they’re going with hat in hand
asking for a handout. Justice is
their right.

continue to serve those who often
only dream of having a voice loud
enough to be heard, of having equal
justice under the law, of providing
better lives for their children. Your
support provides the foundation
on which we help others build
their futures.
Thank you, Angelina, for all your
years of support! I

All of CRLA’s staff are so dedicated.
Their commitment is moving. It’s not just a job
for them, it’s their calling.
security law at CRLA’s training
session in conjunction with its
priorities conference in Monterey.
“I met CRLA staff from all over
the state,” says Angelina. “It was
delightful and exciting to be with so
many of these hardworking people.
“We have these fine and beautiful
laws, but the question is one of access to justice. Can the people who
need the protection of the law really
access it? The speakers at CRLA’s
conference were so dynamic, people
talking about how to provide access
to justice, how to offer the legal
system as support rather than as
something to be avoided, something
that’s helpful and affirms moving
forward and creating a vibrant and

“And I, too, learned so much at
the conference, things that I’m
not directly exposed to. I got to
be in a room with CRLA staff
who, on a daily basis, provide
resource assistance to those
who need it most.
“I can’t say this enough.
CRLA’s staff is their biggest
asset. They’re passionate,
committed, knowledgeable. They
keep on top of things, and at the
same time they have this warmth
and affection. I truly value that.
I hope their work continues
through the generations.”
With the help of Angelina and
all of our supporters, CRLA will
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& Ciresi LLP
Susan Scott
Southwest Airlines
Thendara Foundation
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Diana Selig &
Meredith Rose
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Miriam Soto
Stein & Lubin LLP
The Sturdevant Law Firm
Talamantes Villegas
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Ricardo Torres
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Nightingale LLP
The Veen Law
The Walt Disney
Company
Rosalia & Eduardo
Zamora
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Larry Allen
David Adelstein
Adrian S. Andrade
Yuri Calderon
Sara Campos
Carolina Reyes
Family Fund
Candace Carroll &
Leonard Simon
Julie Clark
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CRLA Foundation
Armando & Mary Duron
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Bill Girdner of Courthouse
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James E. Gonzales, II
Peter & Ann Gregory
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Donna DeDiemar
Stephen Hogie &
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Brett Kettering
Pauline Kim
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Eileen McCarthy &
William Gallaher
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Michael Nimkoff
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Scott & Mavis Buginas
The Honorable Yvonne
E. Campos & Tomas
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Mary T. Hernandez
Elizabeth Horgan
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Andres Martin
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Michael Schoenleber
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Michelle W. Anderson
Sean Andrade
Benny & Tamara Andres
Eleazar Aramburo
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Robert Atkins
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Bahan & Associates
Maria Balderrama
Dino Barajas
Lisa & Kevin Barrow
Charles Bird
Frank & Melissa Bloch
Allen Bloom &
Elysa M. Waltzer
Jack & Jennifer Boger
Brancart & Brancart
Linda Brown
Arthur Brunwasser, Esq.
Berge Bulbulian &
Alice Bulbulian
Bushnell Caplan, Fielding
& Mailer, LLP
Elizabeth Bustos
Michael & Guillermina
Byrne
Dennis Calabi
Francisco Cancino
Rodolfo & Karen Cancino
Dennis & Charlotte
Carvalho
Nelson Castillo
Maria A. Chacon
Carnzu A. Clark
Jacob Clingerman
Carol Cole &
David Bassing
Marc & Shelly Coleman
Community Health
Charities
Eric Conn
Crail-Johnson Foundation
John J. Davis
Loretta Lynch
James A. Degel &
Jeanne Berwick
Rhoda Domingo
Stanley Doty &
Claudia Hevel
Julie Drake &
Kim Tucker
Ron Elecciri
Pierre Epstein
Kathleen Escobedo
Carmen A. Estrada
Maxine Fasulis
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Emily Flynn
Michael & Mary Flynn
Roger & Rosa Frommer
Joel & Judith Garcia
Lilia Garcia
Norma Garcia
Robert and Maria
Elena Garcia
Maria Garcia Ruiz
Margo George &
Catherine Karrass
Jonathan Gertler
Gig Kyriacou
Luanne E.Gilbert
Goldstein Demchak Baller,
Borgen & Dardarian
Tony Gomez
of Gomez Bookkeeping
& Income Tax
Josie Gonzalez
John Good MD &
Janet Arnesty, MD
Ken & Connie Graham
Kenneth Greenfield
Jessea Greenman &
Darlene Ceremello
Hope Hal
Harrington & Ingram
Olof Hellen
Luis Hernandez
Irma D. Herrera &
Mark D. Levine
Stephen Hogie &
Laura Lopez
James Hormel
Alan & Susan Houseman
John Huerta
Institute for
Socio-Economic
Justice & Progressive
Development Inc.
Marion Irvine
Tonette Jaramilla
Casey M. Jarman
Alan Jaroslovsky
Justice Earl Johnson, Jr.
Kevin Johnson &
Virginia Salazar
Marian Johnston
Maurice Jourdane
Marc Kasky
Ruth Katten
Julian A. Kiler
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2008 CRLA Donors (continued)

Paul Kivel &
Mary Luckey
Dorothy Knecht
Leavens Ranches
Karen Lebacqz
Barbara Joan Lestak
Kevin Klein & Amy Locks
Lorraine Loder
David Loeb
Rudolph Loncke &
Lilly Spitz
Urbanie Lucero
George Lueker
Evelyn Lundstrom
Domenika Lynch
David & Sandra Lyons
Michael Maroko
& Alexandra Leichter
Paul & Sheila Marsh
John & Karen Martinez
Victor Marquez
Gary W. Meastas
Agnes McGaha
Isa-Kae Meksin
Gilbert Mendez
Miguel A. Mendez
Mexican American Bar of
Ventura CO
Manuel & Monguia
Monterey Peninsula
Friends Meeting
Frances Montogmery
Longina & Victoria
Montoya
Lilia Sanchez-Moreno &
Roberto Moreno
Pia Moriarty & Bob Hurd
Lorraine Munoz

Terry Munoz
Rick Nahmias
Norma & Pete Navarro
Jonathan Neustadter
Kristin Nevarez
Steven Thomas Nutter
John O’Toole & Jean Hom
Ricardo Ochoa
Emily Orfanos
David Orozco
Isidro Ortiz
Proskauer Rose LLP
Matthew Paredes
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Club-Palomar #24
R. Samuel Paz
Jose Perales
Linda Perez
Kathleen & John Peterson
Pine & Pine
Shelia Pinkel
Robert & Norma Placencia
Carl Poirot
Arthur Polansky
Julian Ponce
John Ponting
Mary Louise Pratt
Carmen E. Quintana
Drucilla Ramey &
Marvin Stender
Frank Ramirez
Maria Ramos
Rebeca Rangel
Cynthia Reich
Richard Rivera
Georgina Torres Rizk
Michelle Rodrigues

A Special thank you to the following for
nominating CRLA for Cy Pres awards in 2008

Berman, DeValerio, Pease & Tabacco, P.C.
Hilb, Rogal & Hobbs
Kingsley & Kingsley
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Rosenthal & Company LLC
Saveri & Saveri Inc.
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development

Jaime Rodriguez
Maria Rodriguez
Mario Rodriguez
Nora Roman
Jeffrey David Sackman
San Diego Community
College District
James F. & Elizabeth
Scherfee
Rev. Don & Dee Schilling
David A. Schuricht
Georgia K. Sisson
Sisters of Saint Dominic
Solomon Ward
Seidenwurm
& Smith, LLP
Margie Somers
Carolyn Sonfield
Carl Steiner &
Mihoko Yamagata
Michael Stern &
Antonia Hernandez
Michael & Lynda Sterns
Nancy Strohl &
Peter Siegel
Sun Marketing
The Honorable
Robert Tafoya
Frances Taylor
Murray Tobak
Stuart & Karen Tobisman
David Turner
John M. True
The Honorable Juan Ulloa
Josefina Uribe
Anthony Valladolid
David & Teresa Valladolid
Salvador Varela
Lilia Velasquez
Joe & Maxine Villarino
Johanna & Michael Wald
Gene Weinstein
Ellen Widess
Vic Yellowhawk White
Richard Zapanta
$50–$99
Mabell Aguilar
Miriam R. Alper
Jesse T. Arnold
Robert Ashen &
Ann Garry

Hulett & Cathy Askew
Brian & Kathleen
Johnston Back
Rosemary Bacy
Catherine & Kurt Berge
Robert R. Berry
Barbara Biebush
Ellen Braff-Guajardo
Myrna R. Britton
Ellen M. Brokaw
Edward J. & Marion
Bronson
Mary Ann Brownstein
Howard & Elizabeth
Brumfiel
Joyce L. Carrillo
& Kevin Hansen
Jack & Dora Patricia
Casetta
Angel Castillo
James Denvir
& Barbara Parada
Paul & Anne DeCarli
Francisco Javier Duenas
Joe Fanucci
Barbara Filner
Robert Finkelstein
& Lisa Chen
Ines Galindo
Roy & Jeannie Giordano
Gail A. Glick
Richard & Robyn Greene
Thomas & Tersila Guerin
Joseph & Emmy
Gunterman
Lloyd & Virginia Guptill
Kris Gutierrez
Stephanie Haffner
Timothy Hallahan
Grace A. Hamilton
Jay and Mary Hanson
Denise & John Harder
Les & Linda Hausrath
Paula Hock
Betty Hung
Vellanoweth &
Gehart LLP
John & Barbara Jimenez
Linton Joaquin
John & Lilli Katusky
Donald E. Kelley Jr.
Thomas & Jane Kensok
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David Kirkpatrick
William Kranz
Louise A. LaMothe
Alice Larson
Sylvia & Raymond Lubow
Shan Magnuson
Jody Marksamer
Arthur McDermott
Michael McGrath
Helen R. Moore
Frank Offen
Elizabeth Owen
Yolanda Orozco
Pearl Oyle
Dennis Parker
Emanuel Pleitez
W. Arthur &
Frances Raab
Dorri & Florence Raskin
Jane & James Reilly
Thomas Rivell
Ronald & Susan Robboy
Jill & Richard Rodewald
James & Lorraine Rogers
Alfred & Marcia Rosen
M. Rushfield
Donna Ryu
Marc Schenker
W.H. Segur
Kathryn Smick
Chandra Spencer
Ron Strochlic
Brien Thane
The California
Endowment
Clare Torri
Shirley Trevino
Don Villarejo
Barry L. Wasserman
Ted Wassam
Lucille Whalen
George & Marilyn Winard
Marjorie & Stefan Winkler
Christopher Yanov
Rafael & Virginia Yngojo
UNDER $50
Cynthia Abbott
Autumn Arias
Gene Bernardi
Steven & Karen Bovarnick

Susan Broadnax
Glenn A. Browning
& Carol Young
Rafael Cardoza
Jesus Contreras
Myron Cook
Douglas & Gisela Daetz
Matilde Eggleton
Nina Fendel
Beatrice G. Fernandez
David Finch
Rudy Fong
Jack & Carolyn Forbes
Virginia Franco
Felix Garcia
Jesus & Elma Garcia
Dalia Ghanem
Ruth A. Gibson
Jon L. Ginoli
Jose L. Hernandez
In memory of
Gabriel Hernandez
Kenji & Leslie Ima
Omar Johnson
Elaine Jourdane
Gary & Ilene Katz
Felicia Kelley
Eva & Oskar Leuthold
Ralph Livingston
Magdalena Lopez
Benjamin A Martinez
Elizabeth Martinez
John Matzger
Juliane & Peter McAdam
Judith McConnell
Devon A. McFarland
Renato Medina
Barnaby Mendez
Robert & Sonia
Meyerhof
Debra Mipos
Moreno Educational Co
David R. Moss
Nancy O’Brien
Chrstine Pagano
Gerardo Partida
Rosendo & Rosalinda
Pena
Jean Perley
Thomas J. Phillips
& Stephanie D. Ericson
Lauri Provencher

Arthur Psaltis
John & Christina Radich
Mark E. Redmond
Peter Robrish
Pamela Rockwell
& Iver Kern
Leisette Rodriguez
Rafael Rodriguez
Margarita & Ray Romo
Barbara & Oren Root
Larry Roselle
Stefan Rosenzweig
& Claudia Beth Jackson
Jerry Ruiz
Mary Aguirre
Michelle Ryan
Marrick E. Sayers
Roni Lebauer
Susan Schechter
& Brian Garcia
Donald Schlotz
Fred & Phyllis Schoen
Marta Luisa Sclar
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Fae C. Shatz
John & Bethene Simmons
Larry Simon
Janet Staser
Kevin Stein
& Helen Bruno
Anne & Paul Strong
Greg Tabat
Lawrence & Carol Tarbell
Breck & Nancy Tostevin
William & Kathy Turner
Elsa Ulloa
Gloria & Eladio
Valenzuela
Phillip Vedder
Raymond & Gloria
Weeter
Laura Whitney
George Woyames
Russell J.Yamaichi
Carol J. Young
Graciela E. Zavala-Garcia

A Special thank you to the following
foundations and federal programs that provide
critical support for CRLA programs and initiatives

The California Endowment | $1,108,618
Department of Housing and
Urban Development | $275,000
California Home Ownership
Preservation Initiative | $131,400
Rural Community Assistance Corporation | $107,109
National Health Law Program | $44,455
David Bohnett Foundation | $12,000
Office on Violence Against Women | $29,167
Horizons Foundation | $25,000
Consulado de Mexico | $25,000
California Wellness Foundation | $22,893
California EPA | $15,000
Bravo Foundation | $15,000
Pride Law Fund | $15,000
Center for Responsible Lending | $10,000
National Center on Lesbian Rights | $10,000
Kinship Center | $8,000
California Council on Humanities | $2,000
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Board & Staff
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kirk Ah Tye
Mariano Alvarez Merino
Alma Alvarez
Myrna Alvarez
Pedro Angulo
Rachel Timara Arancibia
Corrie L.Arellano
Rosalia Atilano-Zamora
Blanca Rosa Avila
Irma Avila-Espinoza
Teresa Ayala
Mona Badie
Carolina F. Banbury
Blanca Adela Banuelos
Jim Barakett
Diana A.Barba
Amy Barrett
Jeannie Barrett
Joana Basulto
Flavio Bautista
Megan Beaman Carlson
Patricia Beardsley
Jonathan Bell
Emanuel Benitez
Chea Berra
Hayley Berra
Gisela Bessonette
Frank Bittner
Leanne Black
Michael Blank
Eleonor Bonemeyer
Susan Bow
Zachary Bowin
Gladys Briscoe
Kara Brodfuehrer
Colleen Brokaw
Kate Brolan
Kristina Burrows
Martin Calderon
Ephraim Camacho
Kirsten Campbell
Lorenzo Campbell
Juan Carlos Cancino
Victoria Canepa
Rodrigo Canido
Richard A.Cardozo
Ivan Carpio
Ericalyn Cassi
EXECUTIVe STAFF
Nancy Castaneda
Patrick Caufield
José R. Padilla
Martin Chandler
Executive Director
Jose Chapa
Luis C. Jaramillo
Elsa Cipriani
Deputy Director
Hilda Cisneros
Bill Hoerger
Lisa Cisneros
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
Rosalba Cisneros
Ilene Jacobs
Bryon Clay
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
Shirley Conner
Leroy Cordova
Michael Meuter
Justine Corella
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
Michael Courville
Cynthia Rice
Crescencia Cruz
Dir. Of Lit, Advoc & Train
Angelica Cuevas
ATTORNEYS AND
Regina Davidson
MANAGERS, COMMUNITY
Alegria Guadalupe
WORKERS, CLERICALS,
De La Cruz
VOLUNTEERS, AND INTERNS Nicolas De La Fuente
Hector De La Rosa
Marivel Acuna
Elizabeth De La Torre
Sandra Aguila
Shannon Dean
Maribel Aguilera
Betsy Alberts
Adrian Andrade
Eli Aramburo
Rocky Barilla
Manuel Barrera
Rudy Cardenas
Ann Cerney
Clare M. Conk
Roberto de la Rosa
Richard Fajardo
Alejo Flores
Delia Flores
Laura Gil
Roberto Gonzalez
Luz Herrera
Christopher Ho
Donald Hubbard
Ena Lopez
Luis Magana
Javier Maldonado
Henry Marquez
David Martinez
Efrain Martinez
Ramon Martinez
Janet McGinnis
Craig McCollum
Francisco Mireles
Brian Murtha
Gabriela Navarro-Busch
Pedro Paez
Jesus Pelayo
Eduardo Ramirez
Frank Ramirez
Jack Carson Revvill
David Renteria
Jaime Rodriguez
Isidoro Romero
Ramon Romero
Thomas J. Saiz
Armando Sanchez
Dee Schilling
Ignacio Torres
Juan Torres
Juan Valdovinos
Antonio Valladolid
Jose Villarreal
Vick Yellowhawk White
Laura Yrigollen

Hector Delgado
Mic Deniro
Andrea Detellis
Daljit Dhami
Elena Dineen
Janet Dollar
Benyamin Domarina
Michael Donaldson
Marlene Dutt
Sylvia Escobar
Eloise Esmael
Reuben Espinoza
Jesus Estrada
Ruth Estrada
Olivia Faz
Dee Filichia
Trevor Finneman
Bryanna Fissori
Anne Fletcher
Antonio Flores
Cecilia Ann Flores
Gilbert Flores
Emmanuel Fobi
Vanessa Marie Frank
Andres Garcia
Beatriz L.Garcia
Frances Garcia
Yvette Garcia
Sonia Garibay
Veronica Garibay
Ana Garza
Gary Gershon
Jonathan Gettleman
Nora Gorena
Andy Greensfelder
Justin Gross
Maria Guerena
Javier Guerrero
Terri Guinn
Ignacio Gutierrez
Julie Hall
Vicki Harwell
Carmanella Heard
Kelly Heinrich
Jessica Herman
Brenna Hernandez
Felix Hernandez
Jessenya Hernandez
Karina Hernandez
Maria Elena Hernandez
Corazon Mario Herrera
Juliana Herrera
Jeffery Hoffman
Katherine Hogan
Lisel Holdenried
Gloria Howell
Irma Huerta-Ramirez
Bonnye Hughes
Mary Jacka
Jessica Jewell
Dorothy Johnson
Phyllis Katz
Preet Kaur
Caroline Keegan
Susan E.King
Lydia Ko
Stephen Kociol
Bernadette Koleszar
Arien Koorn
Ron Kurlaender

Shelly LaMon
Pauline Lara
Abby Lassen
Joshua Leong
Melissa Leong
Jesus Lopez
Carmen Lopez-Rodriguez
Robert Lotero
Victoria Loushin
Angela Lozano
Bernice Lucero-Diaz
Irma Luna
Jonathan Lund
Aurora Macias-Dewhirst
Tara Macomber
Jose Madrigal
Rosa Madueno
Elena Mak
Carlos Maldonado
Lorena Maldonado
Ray Manzo
Diana Marquez
Michael I Marsh
Jairo Marshall
Lorena Martinez
Petra Martinez
Sarah Martinez
Arsenio Mataka
Eileen McCarthy
Tracy McKeon
Maria Mendoza
Liz Mier
Christina Mildenberger
Barbara Milstein
Jennifer Montes
Kristine L.Moore
Baldwin Moy
Crystal Murphy
Ignacio Musino
Ernesto Navarro
Marisa Nelson
Anashe Nicoghosian
Bronika Nidely
Matthew Nusinow
Diana Feliz Oliva
Richard Oliver
B Lorenzo Oropeza-Perez
Gleida Ortega
Melia Parchman
Ruth Parker-Angulo
Daniella Payes
Ana Paz-Rangel
Carlo Pedrioli
Yolanda Peneda
Ronald Kenneth Perry
Lee Pliscou
Susan Williams Podesta
Jeffrey Ponting
Terrence Post
Rachel Prandini
Douglas Provencher
Maribel Puentes
Lupe Quintero
Teresa Ramirez
Claire W. Rase’
Maria Raya
Gretchen Regenhardt
Ali Reinsdorf
Daniel Reith
Yolie Rios

Warren Ritter
Luis Rivera
Emy Robles
Lucero Rodarte
Arturo Rodriguez
Leisette Rodriguez
Linda R. Rodriguez
Yosmany Rodriguez
Reyna Rolan
Dulce M. Leal Romero
Crystal Rozinsky
Juanaicela Ruiz
Marcela Ruiz
Dylan Saake
Juan Salazar Ramirez
Alfredo Sanchez
Alysia Victoria Sanchez
Briza Sanchez
Fausto Sanchez
Yvonne Sanchez
Teresa Santiago
Brittney Scarlett
Teri Scarlett
Phoebe S.Seaton
Maria Serena
Fuad Shaw
Silas M.Shawver
Robert Sikin
Ameet Singh Birring
David Smith
Karen Smith
Mirna Solis
Amanda Solter
Pamela Soto
Brian Sperber
Molly Stafford
Anastasia Steinberg
Torres-Gil
Walter Stuckey
Katherine Symmonds
Veronica Tamayo
Irish Tapia
Gloria Tobias
Mari Tomiyama
Maydole Topete
Sylvia Torres
Irma Trejo
Blanca Trenado Jimenez
Elizabeth Trujillo
Maria Tucker
Melissa Tung
Lorraine Valencia
Virginia Val-Leiva
Alfred Vargas
Marques Varnado
Anna Vasquez
Judy Vazquez
Gabriela Vega
Jose Vela
Austa Wakily
Michele Waldinger
Tracy Whittemore
Rachel Wickland
Florence Womack
Eduardo Zamora
Marcela Zamora
Brian A.Zelden
Esmeralda Zendejas
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Financials
Statements of Activites and Changes in Net Assets

Year Ended December 31, 2008

Year Ended December 31, 2007

temporarily
Unrestricted	Restricted	Total	

temporarily
Unrestricted	Restricted	Total

Revenue and support

Grant revenue

$37,000

$11,942,691

$11,979,691

$38,000

$11,252,130

1,060,550

-

1,060,550

764,300

-

764,300

Contributions

231,567

55

231622

599,918

-

599,918

Special event revenue

In-kind revenue

$11,290,130

153,308

-

153,308

236,253

-

236,253

Other revenue

30,550

96,502

127,052

50,190

92,165

142,355

Attorneys fees and costs recovery

56,352

-

56,352

33,643

8,306

41,949

Net assets released from
program restrictions

12,042,263

{12,042,263}

-

11,289,795

{11,289,795}

-

Total revenue and support

13,611,590

{3,015}

13,608,575

13,012,099

62,806

13,074,905

11,868,855

-

11,868,855

10,672,555

-

10,672,555

1,596,397

-

1,596,397

1,458,031

-

1,458,031

388,837

-

388,837

369,205

-

369,205

13,854,089

-

13,854,089

12,499,791

-

12,499,791

{242,499}

{3,015}

{245,514}

512,308

62,806

575,114

Expenses

Program services
Management and general
Fundraising
Total expenses
Change in net assets
Net assets

Beginning of year
End of year

Statements of Financial Position
December 31, 2008 and 2007
Assets	

Cash and cash
equivalents
Cash held in trust
Grants receivable

2007

$2,389,288

$456,728

250,101

508,196
1,330,187

Pledges receivable

66,696

120,474

Other receivable

55,733

23,726

Prepaid expenses,
deposits, and
employee advances
Other assets
Property and
equipment
Total assets

305,827

1,803,590

985,455

243,021

1,228,476

$302,812

$1,558,076

$1,497,763

$305,827

$1,803,590

CRLA is funded in part by the Legal Services

Liabilities and
net assets	

2008

375,709

1,497,763
$1,255,264

420,675

443,118

845

3,330

1,164,198

1,244,607

$4,723,245

$4,130,366

2008

2007

Liabilities

Corporation. As a condition of the funding
it receives from LSC, it is restricted from

Accounts payable

$221,999

$137,467

Accrued liabilities

666,392

545,139

Refundable advances 1,180,543

383,519

other funding sources. CRLA may not expend

Notes payable

687,057

721,427

any funds for any activity prohibited by the

Total liabilities

$2,755,991

$1,787,552

Legal Services Corporation ACT, 42 U.S.C.

Unrestricted

355,264

797,763

Unrestricted board
designated

900,000

700,000

Temporarily restricted

302,812

305,827

Total net assets

1,588,076

1,803,590

Total liabilities
and net assets

$4,314,067

$3,591,142

engaging in certain activities in all of its
legal work-including work supported by

2996 et seq. or by Public Law 104-134. Public

Net assets

Law 104-134 504(d) requires that notice
of these restrictions be given to all funders
of programs funded by the Legal Services
Corporation. For a copy of these laws
or any other information or clarifications,
please contact Michael Courville at
(415) 777-2794 x338.
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You Are Our Priority
Whatever the economic climate may be, protecting your
finances should be an important priority. Union Bank
has been a stable financial services provider for nearly
150 years, and during that time we have developed a
fine-tuned expertise that can help you work towards
your own financial goals. That’s because our clients are
at the center of everything we do.
Our Priority Banking®1 program is especially suited
to both personal and small business clients. As a
Priority Banking client, one of the many benefits and
privileges you are entitled to is the attention of your
own Personal Banker. You and your Personal Banker
will work together to create strategies that suit your
financial needs and help you attain your goals.
1 The Priority Banking program offers a range of Union Bank
products and services to individuals and businesses that maintain
combined balances of $100,000 or more in qualifying accounts.
Terms and conditions of the Priority Banking program are subject to
change. See our All About Personal, or All About Business, Accounts
& Services Disclosure and Agreement for details.

Consolidating business and personal accounts under
one roof enhances your ability to devise a unified
financial strategy and may help you to qualify for
Priority Banking. Your accounts will remain separate,
yet you and your Personal Banker will have the ability
to see your entire financial picture - helping you to
create smarter money-management strategies.
To qualify for our exclusive Priority Banking program,
you must maintain a minimum of $100,000 on deposit
in any combination of Union Bank business and/or
personal banking, retirement, or UnionBanc Investment
Services2 investment accounts.
To learn more about Priority Banking, and for a
complimentary financial review, call 1.888.818.6060
or visit www.unionbank.com/priority.
2 Investments available through UnionBanc Investment Services LLC,
a registered broker-dealer, investment advisor, member FINRA/SIPC,
and subsidiary of Union Bank, N.A.: Are NOT insured by the FDIC or
by any other federal government agency, Are NOT Bank deposits, Are
NOT guaranteed by the Bank or any Bank Affiliate, MAY lose value

CRLA OFFICES
Jose R. Padilla, Executive Director
631 Howard Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94105-3907
TEL (415) 777-2752 • FAX (415) 543-2752
jpadilla@crla.org
www.crla.org

COACHELLA
Arturo Rodriguez, Directing Attorney

MARYSVILLE
Lee Pliscou, Directing Attorney
511 “D” Street
P.O. Box 2600
Marysville, CA 95901
(530) 742- 5191 • FAX (530) 742-0421

MODESTO

Katie Hogan, Directing Attorney
801 15th Street, Suite B
1460 6th Street
Modesto, CA 95354
P.O. Box 35
(209) 577-3811
Coachella, CA 92236
FAX (209) 577-1098
(760) 398-7264/7261 • FAX (760) 398-1050

DELANO
Ron Kurlaender, Directing Attorney
629 Main Street
Delano, CA 93215
(661) 725-4350 9am-4pm
FAX (661) 725-1062

EL CENTRO
Lorenzo Campbell, Directing Attorney
449 Broadway
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 353-0220 • FAX (760) 353-6914

FRESNO
Silas Shawver , Directing Attorney
2115 Kern Street, Suite 370
Fresno, CA 93721
(559) 441-8721 • FAX (559) 441-8443

LAMONT

MONTEREY
Teri Scarlett, Directing Attorney
2100 Garden Road #D
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 375-0505
FAX (831) 375-0501

OCEANSIDE
Dorothy Johnson, Directing Attorney
215 S. Coast Highway, Suite 201
Oceanside, CA 92054
(760) 966-0511 • FAX (760) 966-0291

OXNARD, MIGRANT
Jeff Ponting, Directing Attorney
P.O. Box 1561
Oxnard, CA 93032
338 S. A Street
Oxnard, CA 93030
(805) 486-1068 • FAX (805) 483-0535

OXNARD, BASIC
Ronald Perry, Directing Attorney

9715 Main Street
Lamont, CA 93241
(661) 845-9066/4965

338 South “A” Street
Oxnard, CA 93030
(805) 483-8083 • Fax (805) 483-0535

GILROY
Teri Scarlett, Directing Attorney
7365 Monterey Road, Suite H
Gilroy, CA 95020
P.O. Box 1566
(408) 847-1408 • FAX (408) 847-1463

SALINAS, BASIC
Teri Scarlett, Directing Attorney
3 Williams Road
Salinas, CA 93905
(831) 757-5221 • FAX (831) 757-6212

MADERA
Baldwin Moy, Directing Attorney

SALINAS, MIGRANT
Michael Meuter, DLAT

117 South Lake Street
Madera, CA 93638
(559) 674- 5671 • FAX (559) 674- 5674

3 Williams Road
Salinas, CA 93905
(831) 757-5221 • FAX (831) 757-6212

SANTA BARBARA
Kirk Ah-Tye, Directing Attorney
324 E. Carrillo Street, Suite B
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
(805) 963-5981
FAX (805) 963-5984

SANTA CRUZ
Gretchen Regenhardt, Directing Attorney
501 Soquel Avenue, Suite D
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
(831) 458-1089 • FAX (831) 458-1140

SANTA MARIA
Jeannie Barrett, Directing Attorney

SANTA ROSA
Jeffrey Hoffman, Directing Attorney
725 Farmers Lane, #10 Bldg. B
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 528-9941 • FAX (707) 528-0125

STOCKTON
Marcela Ruiz & Joana Basulto,
Directing Attorneys

2050 “G” South Broadway
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 922-4563 • FAX (805) 928-0693

242 N. Sutter, Suite 411
Stockton, CA 95202
(209) 946- 0605 • FAX (209) 946-5730

SAN LUIS OBISPO
Michael Blank, Directing Attorney

WATSONVILLE
Gretchen Regenhardt, Directing Attorney

1160 Marsh Street, Suite 114
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
(805) 544-7997 • FAX (805) 544-3904

21 Carr Street
Watsonville, CA 95076
(831) 724-2253 • FAX (831) 724-7530

PASO ROBLES
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how t o gi v e to cr l a

Every day CRLA is fighting for justice, and changing lives.
To continue this work and help people similar to those
featured in this year’s report, we need your financial
assistance. Make a donation today.

N Make a cash gift, or write out a check.

We value your philanthropic and civic leadership.
Thank you again for giving.

N D
 esignate CRLA in a planned gift
(will, trust, insurance policy).

All CRLA donors receive the Annual Report and are acknowledged by mail and
in print. Contributions to CRLA are tax-deductible as allowed by law. CRLA is
a tax-exempt corporation under Federal Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).
For further information, please contact Michael Courville at (415) 777-2794 x338.

N Make a gift of real estate.

N M
 ake a commemorative gift in honor of a person
or in memory of a loved one.
N Make a stock contribution (speak to your broker).

N Make a single or a multi-year $ pledge.
N Make a gift of goods and/or services.

Visit www.crla.org to make a donation online.

“Duroville is not a business, it is a village; thousands of our fellow human

beings call the Park home. It is not nearly as safe or as healthy as we
would want it to be; it is, nonetheless, home for a community of people
who are poor, undereducated, disenfranchised, and, in many respects,
exploited. These very same people are an honest, hard-working,

proud, colorful, and family-oriented community of people
committed to educating their children and raising them to be productive
and successful members of our society...some are undocumented, some
are resident aliens, and some are United States citizens (often mixed
within families). This complicated combination of immigration statuses
places many of the residents of the Park in the crossroads of our

Nation’s incongruous immigration and agricultural policies
that, on the one hand, portend that undocumented workers lack legal
status while at the same time predicating the economic efficiency of an
agricultural industry on their hard work; it appears to this Court that
we have, once again, established a rather ‘peculiar institution’ to service
our agrarian needs.” Honorable Stephen G. Larson, U.S. District Judge
(USA vs. Harvey Duro and Desert Mobile Home Park)

Visit www.crla.org to make a donation online.

California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.
631 Howard Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94105-3907
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